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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bizarre Creations (Project Gotham Racing Manual, 

http://www.gamemanuals.net/download/2d54fbeb2d3e8ca2224ebad31c1b257f/Project_ 
Gotham_Racing_%28EN%29.pdf, and Project Gotham Avault Screenshot, 
http://www.avault.com/consoles/reviews/xbox/avscreenshot.asp?pic=pgr&num=5, 
Game release on 14 November 2001). 

Regarding Claims 1, 17 - 19, 24 and 27, Bizarre discloses an electronic-readable 
medium having embodied thereon a program, the program being executable by a 
machine to perform a method for displaying a graphical path in a video game including 
a processor configured to retrieve graphical path data associated with previous run from 
a data cache or a memory card (p. 12, Time Attack Mode; where a Ghost car is a 
recording of graphical path data from a previous run), displaying the graphical path data 
as a string of path markers, and determining a color for a path marker of the string of 
path markers based upon an elapsed time of a current video game session and an 
elapsed time associated with the path marker (p. 12, Time Attack Mode; where a Ghost 
car follows a graphical path set by a previous run). 
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Regarding Claims 2 - 3, 7, 20 - 21 , 25 - 26 and 30, Bizarre discloses a method 
including selecting a first color for the path marker if the elapsed time associated with 
the path marker is greater than the elapsed time of the current video game session, 
selecting a color for the path marker based upon a character state associated with the 
path marker if the elapsed time associated with the path marker is less than o( equal to 
the elapsed time of the current video game session (Avault Screenshot; where game 
path data in the form of a time-to-lead car is shown as red when a player is behind a 
lead car and blue when a player is a lead car). 

Regarding Claims 4-6, Bizarre discloses a method, wherein the character state 
associated with the path marker is an "on the ground" state, an "airborne" state, or a 
"crashed" state (p. 11, Big Air; where a car may inherently be in an "on the ground" 
state or a "crashed" state as is well known and established in the art of racing games, 
and may also be in an "airborne" state as disclosed by Bizarre in order to score points 
in a race). 

Regarding Claims 8-11, Bizarre discloses a method wherein the previous rum 
is a "best time" run, a "worst time" run, or an "average time" run (p. 12, Time Attack 
Mode; p. 15, Average Speed; where a Time Attack provides a player's best speed as a 
speed to beat, and Average Speed records all previous runs in a particular race, 
including best, average, and worst and calculates a running average speed), wherein 
the previous run is a run selected from one or more previous runs (p. 15, Average 
Speed; where Average Speed records all previous runs in a particular race, including 
best, average, and worst and calculates a running average speed). 
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Regarding Claims 12 - 16, 22 - 23 and 28 - 29, Bizarre discloses a method 
including generating current graphical path data associated with the current video 
game session (p. 6, Game Screen; where a player controls a player car in a race), 
storing the current graphical path data as "best time" run graphical path data if a total 
elapsed time of the current video game session is less than a total elapsed time 
associated with a previous "best time" run (p. 12, Time Attack Mode; p. 15, Average 
Speed; where a Time Attack provides a player's best speed as a speed to beat; and 
updates a best time as a player achieves a faster time than the current best time), 
storing the current graphical path data as "worst time" run graphical path data if a total 
elapsed time of the current video game session is greater than a total elapsed time 
associated with the previous run, utilizing the current graphical path data in 
determining an "average time" run graphical path data (p. 15, Average Speed; where 
Average Speed records all previous runs in a particular race, including best, average, 
and worst and calculates a running average speed), wherein the string of path markers 
are generated at equal-distance from each other (p. 12, Time Attack Mode; where a 
Ghost car is a continuous recording of unbroken equidistant graphical path data from a 
previous run). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 6,220,962 B1: Game directional Mapping. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aashish Karkhanis whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 2774. The examiner can normally be reached on 0800-1630 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



